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Our Mission is  

òTo promote and 

facilitate the  

Stewardship, public 

appreciation, and 

value of Floridaõs 

archaeological  

heritage through 

regional centers, 

partnerships, and 

community       

engagement.ó  

What happens to artifacts that people collect 
on their own?  Often the information they 
could provide is lost forever.  But sometimes 
they find their way to a place where   
people can properly care for them.  The 
New Smyrna Museum of History recently 
took in such a collection. 

 

A local resident, Ms. Messervy,            
contacted the Center about artifacts that 
her family had collected decades ago.  
She grew up in Volusia County, where her 
father  hunted for artifacts.  She kept the 
collection for years but did not now know 
what to do with it.  The Center put her in 
contact with Dot Moore, a Volusia County 
archaeologist who volunteers with the 
museum.  When they met, Moore       
identified the artifacts and the museum agreed 
to curate them. 
 

.ƻǘƘ ǇŀǊǘƛŜǎ ǿŜǊŜ ƘŀǇǇȅ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ƻǳǘŎƻƳŜΦ  άL 
ǿŀƴǘŜŘ ǘƻ ŘƻƴŀǘŜ ǘƘŜƳ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ L ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ǿŀƴǘ 
ǘƘŜƳ ǘƻ Ǝƻ ƛƴǘƻ ƻōƭƛǾƛƻƴΣέ aŜǎǎŜǊǾȅ ǎŀƛŘΦ  άaȅ 
ƪƛŘǎ ŀǊŜƴΩǘ ƛƴǘŜǊŜǎǘŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜƳΦέ  ¢ƘŜ ŀǊǘƛŦŀŎǘǎ 
were special to her brother and father.  But 
like many collectors, she discovered that they 
were not important to her children, who had 
no part in find-
ing them. 
 

Moore was 
pleased that 
the museum 
could steward 
the  artifacts.  
The collection       
includes bone 
pins, a clay 
pipe, and    
projectile  
points.        
According to 
aƻƻǊŜΣ άǘƘŜƛǊ 
value for prehistoric research is very important      
because of the story they may tell of a certain 

ŀǊŜŀΦέ  {ƻƳŜ Ƴŀȅ ōŜ ŦǊƻƳ ŀ ƭƻŎŀƭ ǎƘŜƭƭ ƳƻǳƴŘΣ 
and  others date to the Archaic    Periodτmore 
than 3000 years ago.  That would predate   

previous finds 
in the area. 
 

Moore noted 
that  the    
artifacts have 
limited       
scientific    
value.  When 
artifacts are 
collected for 
fun, they are 
removed not 
only from the 
dirt, but also 

from the other objects around them.  Those 
things together provide contextτhow and 
when an   artifact was used.  Archaeologists 
Ƴǳǎǘ ŘƻŎǳƳŜƴǘ ŀƴ ŀǊǘƛŦŀŎǘΩǎ ŎƻƴǘŜȄǘ ǘƻ ƎƛǾŜ ƛǘ 
scientific meaning.  Moore acknowledged that 
proper excavation would have provided more 
insight about the site and the objects         
themselves.   
 

Moore and Messervy continue to work        
together.  Moore is glad to have the         
collection in the county archives, where 
they may have some educational value.  Ms. 
Messervy plans to bring down more of her 
collection, including ceramics.  The two will 
also walk the area to try and pinpoint     
locations where the artifacts were found.  
The additional artifacts and location         
information cannot replace archaeology, 
but may add to the educational value of the 
materials. 
 

This happy ending is unusual.  Most         
museums cannot take on outside collections 
due to limited space and funds.  If you want 
to donate artifacts that you think have    

educational value, please contact Amber for 
more information. 
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Artifacts provide more  infor-

mation if they are found in con-
text  

Dot Moore in the lab at New 

Smyrna Museum of History  
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The Center is setting up a lab in an effort to expand 
volunteer opportunities.  Space was graciously of-
ŦŜǊŜŘ ōȅ {ǘΦ WƻƘƴΩǎ /ƻǳƴǘȅΩǎ IƛǎǘƻǊƛŎ wŜǎƻǳǊŎŜǎ   {ǇŜπ
cialist, Robin Moore.  This fall interns Sarah      Ben-
nett and Courtney Boren began cleaning, sorting, and 
recording artifacts from local sites. 
 
Recently, St. Johns County and Center staff joined 
forces for an informal       
workshop.  We spent a 
morning reviewing  
characteristics of some 
prehistoric Native   
American pottery with 
the help of Chris      
Newman, a  well-known 
local archaeologist from    
A r c h a e o l o g i c a l          
Consultants, Inc.  The 
group used books and 
recent editions of the 
Florida Anthropologist to identify sherds. 
 
In addition to reviewing types, we learned some    
surprising information.  For instance, archaeologists 

used to think that the earliest vessels were 
plain.  Now they believe that people used 
both plain and decorated types from the 
start.  We also got to see an unusual      
version of St. Johns, a common type in this 
ŀǊŜŀΦ  5ǳƴƴΩǎ /ǊŜŜƪ wŜŘ ƛǎ ŀ ǊŜŘ-slipped 
pottery, usually made from St. Johns 
paste, and it is typically found near burials.  

Details like these are 
not only fascinating, 
they also help                  
archaeologists better 
understand the sites 
they study. 
 

Feeling jealous? If sit-
ting in a lab poring 
over sherds sounds 
like your idea of a 
good time, get in 
touch with Amber!  

The lab is designed to provide volunteer 
opportunities for students, clubs, and   
interested members of the public.  Current 
lab hours are   Wednesdays from 2-4pm.   

Lab daze  

òEveryone 

contributed and 

helped to make it 

an informative 

and interesting 

exchange of 

information.  It 

was a lot of fun!ó 

ñChris Newman 

Gear up!  

Chris shares ceramic analysis resources from an     

edition of Florida Anthropologist 

LƴǘŜǊŜǎǘŜŘ ƛƴ ŀƴƻǘƘŜǊ ǿŀȅ ǘƻ ǎŜŜ ƴƻǊǘƘŜŀǎǘ CƭƻǊƛŘŀΩǎ    
archaeological sites?  Hold on to your helmets, because 
FPAN is getting ready to take you for a ride.  The center 
recently added two bikes to our outreach arsenal and 
began    planning for archaeology-
themed interpretive events.  By 
providing interpretive tours of                   
archaeological sites, both urban 
and rural, the public will get a 
unique glimpse beyond a single 
site and consider the                  
interconnectedness with the    
larger landscape. 
  
Once we get rolling, join us for 
fun in the sunshine as we share stories and discoveries 
from digs around the region.  Sites under consideration 
include Ravine Gardens State Park, Amelia Island, and the 

Guana-Tolomato-Matanzas National Estuarine Research 
Reserve.  We plan to pilot programs in the fall and expand 
offerings for Florida Archaeology Month in March. 
 

The Center hopes to be a positive            
influence beyond tours of sites.  Biking is 
ƴƻǘ Ƨǳǎǘ ƎƻƻŘ ŦƻǊ ȅƻǳǊ ōƻŘȅΤ ƛǘΩǎ ƎƻƻŘ ŦƻǊ 
civic health as well.  Communities with a 
bike-friendly culture are better places to 
live and visit.  In the March/April 2010  
Sierra Club Magazine an urban planner 
ǎŀƛŘ ƛǘ ōŜǎǘΣ ά! Ŏƛǘȅ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ ƭƻǘ ƻŦ ōƛŎȅŎƭƛǎǘǎ ƛǎ 
ŀ Ŏƛǘȅ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ ƭƻǘ ƻŦ ƭƛŦŜΦέ  FPAN staff is out 
to improve the biking culture in the    
northeast region, one bike at a time.   

  
So grease your gears and put a fresh card in the spokesτ
it promises to be a wild ride! 


