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Stewardship, public
appreciation, and
value of FI
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heritage through
regional centers,
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community

engagement .
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altifacts find a home ‘

What happens to artifacts that people collectl NB | @ ¢ {2YS YI@& 06S TNEZ
on their own? Often the information they and others date to the Archaic Periothore

could provide is lost forever. But sometimesthan 3000 years ago. That would predate
they find their way to a place whergm: ; previous finds
people can properly care for them. Thg | in the area.

New Smyrna Museum of History recent
took in such a collection. :

" Moore noted

that the
A, logal resident, Ms. Messer L4 artifacts have
contacted the Center about artifacts tha ] limited
her family had collected decades ag scientific

value. When
artifacts  are

She grew up in Volusia County, where
father hunted for artifacts. She kept th
gollectionsfar years but did not now kno collected for
what to do with it. The Center put her i fun, they are
contact with Dot Moore, a Volusia County Dot Moore in the lab at New removed not
archaeologist who volunteers with the  Smyrna Museum of History only from the
museum. When they met, Moore dirt, but also
identified the artifacts and the museum agreedfrom the other objects around them. Those
to curate them. things together provide contexthow and

., , R when an _ artifact was used Archaeolo |sts
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were special to her brother and father. Butiemselves.

like many collectors, she discovered that they

were not important to her children, who had Moore and Messervy continue to work

no part in find- together. Moore is glad to have the

ing them. il collection in the county archives, where

they may have some educational value. Ms.
Messervy plans to bring down more of her
collection, including ceramics. The two will
also walk the area to try and pinpoint

- locations where the artifacts were found.

. The additional artifacts and location

¥ information cannot replace archaeology,

. but may add to the educational value of the
. materials.

Moore was
pleased that
the museum
could steward
the artifacts. -

The collection
includes bone.
pins, a clay
pipe, and

projectile " Arti}écts provide runfor * This happy ending is unusual.  Most
points. mation if they are found in con- museums cannot take on outside collections
According to text due to limited space and funds. If you want
az22NBxX GUKSANI to donate artifacts that you think have

value for prehistoric research is very importanteducational value, please contact Amber for
because of the story they may tell of a certainmore information.
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Lab daze

The Center is setting up a lab in an effort to expandsed to think that the earliest vessels wega
volunteer opportunities. Space was graciously oflain. Now they believe that people us
FSNBR o0& {0 W2KYyQa [/ 2 doth®l@a antd dedotadiypds frorb &
cialist, Robin Moore. This fall interns Sarah Bestart. We also got to see an unus
nett and Courtney Boren began cleaning, sorting, angersion of St. Johns, a common type |n
recording artifacts from local sites. F NBI @ 5dzyy Qa -slippk a

pottery, usually made from St. Jo
Recently, St. Johns County and Center staff joingaste, and it is typically found near burie
forces for an informal Details like these a
workshop. We spent a not only fascinating
morning  reviewing they  also  helg tEEEC UELCH
characteristics of some archaeologists bette  cllaielinEil:
prehistoric Native understand the sitel =il
American pottery with they study. exchange of

O0Everyo
contributed and

the help of Chris o information. It
Newman, a welknown Feeling jealous? If s was a | o
local archaeologist from ting in a lab porin

Archaeological over sherds sound & N0
Consultants, Inc. The Chris shares ceramic analysis resources from an like yOt_Jr idea Of-
group used books and edition of Florida Anthropologist good tm_]e’ get |
recent editions of the touch with Amber
Florida Anthropologisb identify sherds. The lab is designed to provide volunte

opportunities for students, clubs, al
In addition to reviewing types, we learned somenterested members of the public. Curre

surprising information. For instance, archaeologistéb hours are Wednesdays fron#@m.

Gear up!
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archaeological sites? Hold on to your helmets, becaudeserve. We plan to pilot programs in the fall and expand

FPAN is getting ready to take you for a ride. The centefferings for Florida Archaeology Month in March.
recently added two bikes to our outreach arsenal and

began planning for archaeolog ; : _», i The Center hopes to be a positive
themed interpretive events. By = NSE_—_. ka 7% .8l influence beyond tours of sites. Biking is
providing interpretive tours AV
archaeological sites, both urba

and rural, the public will get
unique glimpse beyond a sing
site and consider th

civic health as well. Communities with a
bike-friendly culture are better places to
& live and visit. In the March/April 2010
ierra Club Magazine an urban planner
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interconnectedness  with  th e 3 J il AR AG oS8SalGz 4! OAaGe

larger landscape.
, ‘to improve the biking culture in the

Once we get rolling, join us for northeast region, one bike at a time.

fun in the sunshine as we share stories and discoveries

from digs around the region. Sites under consideratioBo grease your gears and put a fresh card in the spokes

include Ravine Gardens State Park, Amelia Island, and flh@romises to be a wild ride!
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